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P. Dura 19 as translated in Welles et al 1959, 108: 

In the reign of the king of kings Arsaces, benefactor, just, manifest god, and friend of Greeks, in the year 336 
as the king [of kings reckons, but 400 of the former era, on the ? day of the month?, in Europos] in 
Parapotamia. There have made a voluntary distribution among themselves Demetrius alias Nabusamaus, 

Seleucus alias [ ] alias Zabduas, the sons of Polemocrates, son of Demetrius and grandson of 

Polemocrates, of Europos; (they have distributed) the [houses] belonging [to them in of which 

they have stated that the one was] allotted to Polemocrates, [their father,] just named, in [a division] made by 
him with his brother Apollophanes [through the local court in the] year 364 of the former reckoning, on the 
[?] of the month Audinaeus, while the other was bought by him from Nicanor, son of Alexander and 

grandson of Mnesippus [ in a transaction effected] through the same court [in the year ? of the 

former reckoning,] on the second of the month Dystrus, and they have acquired by allotment as follows: 

Demetrius [the andron Nicanor the] storeroom in — [ — Antiochus the room in ] and 

the upper rooms over it and over the common entrance and exit passageway [ Seleucus the room 

toward the] north and the upper room over it and [another] room which is partly collapsed erasure 

[ and they will have] in common the court and the entrance and exit passageway and the balcony, 

which they will use in common. Nicanor shall block up the door of [the room which] fell to him — [that 
opening into the] andron which fell to Demetrius, and he shall take to himself the doors and the trim and 
open for himself from the above storeroom another door [into the room allotted to him,] and Antiochus shall 
plaster up the door of his upper room opening into the upper room of Nicanor and he shall open for himself 
another door [on to the balcony (?),] and Seleucus [shall open] from his room a door into the common court; 

and all shall construct anew the [party wall] between the above court and another court [ ;] and 

they shall furnish to each other access to this party wall and to the wall of the room which fell to Seleucus, 

placing upon the party wall [a flight of stops (?) ] of the portico through which they will 

ascend from his [?; and Demetrius shall give in addition to Seleucus toward the equalization of their shares [? 
Drachmae] of silver [-- — — -- — — with the trim (?)] and doors and all other belongings and 
appurtenances; and each of them shall be the owner of the domicile, in his own part. And all have agreed [ — 
— — not to] bring a charge against each other now or in the future either concerning this division or 

concerning those thing which each of them, separately, has acquired or may acquire or concerning [ 

but if anyone does not] abide by this agreement but raises such a charge, he will pay to those who 

abide by the agreement without argument or court decision a penalty of 1000 drachmae of silver, with the 
same amount going to the royal treasury, and [this distribution shall be valid even so; it is executed] in double 
copy. Witness: Seleucus, Adaaeus, and Danymus, royal judges and members of the order of first and chiefly- 
honoured friends and body-guards; [Pausanias, bailiff and collector,] member of the order of bodyguards; 
Damonicus son of Marius, Democrates son of Damonicus, and Apollogenes son of Ptolemaeus. 

Select Bibliography 

Allara, Anny (2002). Problemi di architettura domestica a Dura-Europos sull'euphrate. L'isolato dei vasai (B2). Naples, 
Instiuto univeritario orientale, Instituto Italiano per l'Africa e l'oriente. 

Allara, Anny and Catherine Saliou (1997). "Constitution d'un repertoire de l'architecture domestique a Doura-Europos". 

Doura-Europos Etudes IV. P. Leriche and M. Gelin. Beirut, Institut Fran^ais d'archeologie du proche-orient: 
145-154. 

Arnaud, Pascal (1986). "Doura Europos, microcosme Grec ou rouage de 1 administration Arsacide? Modes de maitrise du 
territoire et integration des notables locaux dans la pratique administrative des rois arsacides." Doura Europos 
Etudes 1986, Syria, tome LVIII: 135-155. 

Baird, J.A. (2007). "The Bizarre Bazaar: Early Excavations in the Roman East and Problems of Nomenclature". TRAC 
'06: Theoretical Roman Archaeology Conference Proceedings. B. Croxford, N. Ray, R. Roth and N. White. Oxford, 
Oxbow: 34-42. 

Baird, J.A. (2007). "Shopping, Eating and Drinking at Dura-Europos: Reconstructing Contexts". Objects in Context, 
Objects in Use: Material Spatiality in Late Antiquity . L. Lavan, E. Swift and T. Putzeys. Leiden, Brill: 413-437. 
Baird, J.A. (2010). "The Graffiti of Dura-Europos: A Contextual Approach". Ancient Graffiti in Context. J.A. Baird and 
C. Taylor. New York, Routledge: 49-68. 

Baird, J.A. (2011). "Photographing Dura-Europos, 1928-1937. An Archaeology of the Archive." American Journal of 
Archaeology 115(3): 427-446. 

Baird, J.A. (Forthcoming 2012). "Everyday Life in Roman Dura-Europos: The Evidence of Dress Practices". Religion, 
Society and Culture at Dura-Europos. T. Kaizer. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

Baird, J.A. (Forthcoming 2012). "Re- Excavating the Houses of Dura-Europos ."Journal of Roman Archaeology. 

Baird, J. A. (Forthcoming 2012). "Constructing Dura-Europos, Ancient and Modern". Making Roman Places: Past and 
Present. K. Lafrenz Samuels and D. Totten. Portsmouth, JRA Supplemental Series: 24-39. 


Jen Baird 

March 2012, Edinburgh 


3 



Benech, Christophe (2007). "New Approach to the Study of City Planning and Domestic Dwellings in the Ancient Near 
East I Archaeological Prospection 14: 87-103. 

Carsten, Janet and Stephen Hugh-Jones, Eds. (1995). About the House. Levi-Strauss and Beyond. Cambridge, Cambridge 
University Press. 

Diakonoff, I. M. (1985). "Extended Families in Old Babylonian Ur." Zeitschrift fur Assyriologie und Vorderasiatische 
Archdologie 75: 47-65. 

Douglas, Mary (1972). "Symbolic Orders in the Use of Domestic Space". Man, Settlement and Urbanism. P. J. Ucko, R. 
Tringham and G. W. Dimbleby. London, Duckworth: 513-521. 

du Breil de Pontbriand, Segolene (2007). La maison de Lysias. Une residence artistocratique a Europos-Doura. U. F. R. 
d'histoire de l'art et archeologie, Universite Paris I, Pantheon-Sorbonne. 

Frye, Richard N., J. Frank Gilliam, H. Ingholt and C. B. Welles (1955). "Inscriptions from Dura-Europos." Yale Classical 
Studies 14: 123-213. 

Gallant, Thomas W. (1991). Risk and Survival in Ancient Greece: Reconstructing the Rural Domestic Economy. Oxford, 
Polity Press. 

Gosden, Chris and Yvonne Marshall (1999). "The Cultural Biography of Objects." World Archaeology 31(2): 169-178. 

Gerritsen, Fokke (1999). "To Build and to Abandon. The Cultural Biography of Late Prehistoric Houses and Farmsteads 
in the Southern Netherlands." Archaeological Dialogues 6: 78-97. 

Gunn, C. Douglas (1965). The House of Lysias in Block D-l. Yale University Art Gallery, Dura-Europos Archive. New 
Haven. 

James, Simon, J. A. Baird and Kristian Strutt (Forthcoming). "Magnetometry Survey of Dura's Roman Military Base and 
Vicinity." Europos-Doura Etudes 6. 

James, Simon (2004). The Arms and Armour and Other Military Equipment. Final Report VII. Excavations at Dura Europos 
conducted by Yale University and the French Academy of Inscriptions and Letters 1928-1937. London, British 
Museum Press. 

James, Simon (2007). "New Light on the Roman Military Base at Dura-Europos: Interim Report on a Pilot Season of 
Fieldwork in 2005". Proceedings of the Later Roman Army in the East Conference, Potenza, 2005. A. S. Lewin and 
P. Pellegrini. Oxford, British Archaeological Reports International Series: 29-47. 

Johnson, Jotham (1932). Dura Studies, University of Pennsylvania. 

Joy, Jody (2009). "Reinvigorating Object Biography: Reproducing the Drama of Object Lives." World Archaeology 41(4): 
540-556. 

Joyce, Rosemary A. and Susan D. Gillespie, Eds. (2000). Beyond Kinship. Social and Material Reproduction in House 
Societies. Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press. 

Kopytoff, Igor (1986). "The Cultural Biographies of Objects: Commoditization as Process". The Social Life of Things. A. 
Appadurai. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press: 64-91. 

Leriche, Pierre and Edmond El'Ajji (1999). "Une nouvelle inscription dans la salle a gradins du temple d'Artemis a 
Doura- Europos." Comptes Rendus. Academie des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres: 1312-1346. 

Leriche, Pierre (2000). "Le phenomene urbain dans la Syrie hellenistique." Bulletin dEtudes Orientates 52: 99-125. 

Levi-Strauss, Claude (1982). The Way of the Masks. Seattle, University of Washington Press. 

Nevett, Lisa C (2010). Domestic Space in Classical Antiquity . Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

Perkins, Anne (1973). The Art of Dura-Europos. Oxford, Clarendon Press. 

Pollard, Nigel (2000). Soldiers, Cities, and Civilians in Roman Syria. Ann Arbor, University of Michigan Press. 

Pollard, Nigel (2007). "Colonial and Cultural Identities in Parthian and Roman Dura-Europos". Aspects of the Roman East 
I. R. Alston and S. N. C. Lieu. Turnhout, Brepols: 81-102. 

Rostovtzeff, M. I., Ed. (1934). The Excavations at Dura-Europos Conducted by Yale University and the French Academy of 
Inscriptions and Letters. Preliminary Report of Fifth Season of Work, October 1931-March 1932. New Haven, Yale 
University Press. 

Rostovtzeff, M. I., A. R. Bellinger, F. E. Brown and C. B. Welles, Eds. (1944). The Excavations at Dura-Europos 
Conducted by Yale University and the French Academy of Inscriptions and Letters. Preliminary Report on the Ninth 
Season of Work, 1935-1936. Part 1, the Agora and Bazaar. New Haven, Yale University Press. 

Saliou, Catherine (1992). "Les quatre fils de Polemocrates (P. Dura 19)." Doura-Europos Etudes 1990, Syria, tome LXIX : 
65-100. 

Stone, E. C. (1981). "Texts, Architecture and Ethnographic Analogy: Patterns of Residence in Old Babylonian Nippur." 
Iraq 43: 19-33. 

Stone, E. C. (1996). "Houses, Households and Neighborhoods in the Old Babylonian Period: The Role of Extended 
Families". Houses and Households in Ancient Mesopotamia. Papers Read at the 40e Recontre Assyriologique 
Internationale Leiden, fuly 5-8, 1993. K. R. Veenhof. Istanbul, Nederlands Historich-Archaeologisch Instituut: 
229-235. 

Waterson, Roxana (1997). The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asia. London, Thames and 
Hudson. 

Welles, C. B., Robert O. Fink andj. Frank Gilliam (1959). The Excavations at Dura-Europos Conducted by Yale University 
and the French Academy of Inscriptions and Letters, Final Report V, Part I, the Parchments and Papyri. New Haven, 
Yale University Press. 

Welles, C. Bradford (1951). "The Population of Roman Dura". Studies in Roman Economic and Social History in Honor of 
Allan Chester fohnson. P. R. Coleman-Norton. Freeport, Books for Libraries Press: 251-273. 


Jen Baird 

March 2012, Edinburgh 


4 



